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In our Industry, good reference 

projects are a valuable way to 

promote a company’s skIlls.

steel constructor HIllebrand 

is well aware of this. with their recent 

contribution to heavy lift specialist 

mammoet’s new focus 30 crane, the 

company showed what they are capable 

of in the field of fabricating high-

strength steel constructions.

All photos courtesy of HIllebrand.

Frank Buijk is Project Manager Fabrication 
and Operations at Hillebrand and further 

elaborates on the prestigious project. “The 
Focus 30 crane that was recently 
constructed for Mammoet is a high-capacity 
pedestal crane. This specific crane, with a 
maximum capacity of 1,000t in this 
configuration, is going to be used during 
turnarounds at refineries. What makes the 
crane unique is that it is vertically self-
erecting. It can be built vertically up to a 
height of 150m, with a footprint of just 
26x25m, without compromising stability and 
strength. For the assembly, only a small 
hydraulic crane is needed to lift the sections 
into place. As a result, it can be assembled 
in an area of 26x40m.”
The advantage of this configuration is 
evident for refineries. “Usually,” Mr Buijk 
continues, “pedestal cranes are assembled 
horizontally. This requires a lot of space. 
Part of the booms, for example, often need 
to be laid down over pipelines and other 
objects on site. These pipelines need to be 

shut down for security reasons, meaning an 
additional extension of the turnaround 
period. A lot of money and time can be 
saved with the Focus crane’s small assembly 
footprint.”

A valuable reference
HIllebrand constructs maIn boom for  
MAMMOeT selF-erecTIng PedesTAl crAne

Frank Buijk, Project Manager Fabrication and 
Operations at Hillebrand: “Being part of this project 
is a valuable reference for projects in many other 
industries.”

With the main boom for the Focus 30 
crane, Hillebrand has shown its skills 
in the delicate welding of S690 high-
strength steel.
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Four contractors
The construction of the crane was awarded 
by Mammoet to four construction 
companies, of which Hillebrand constructed 
the main boom. Worth mentioning is 
Mammoet’s desire to have the main 
components constructed by dutch 
contractors. Only the slewing ring was taken 
care of by german company liebherr. 
Hillebrand, as part of AsK romein, has 
ample in-house expertise for constructing 
large (high-strength) steel structures such as 
bridges and steel constructions for plants 
and stadiums, and the company has also 
built an impressive track record in 
constructions for the offshore industry. 
Although Hillebrand has constructed various 
crane components before, the main boom, 
which is 80m long and consisting of eight 
segments, was a nice challenge. 

Complicated welding details
As Mammoet developed the crane in-house 
and took care of the entire design and 
engineering of the crane and its parts, 
Hillebrand was in this case only asked for 
the fabrication of the main boom 
components. “The input from Mammoet 
contained some complicated welding 
details, which forced us to look for an 
intelligent and practical implementation of 
those requirements. But things worked out 
fine. With the main boom, we have shown 
our skills in the delicate welding of s690 
high-strength steel. On behalf of Mammoet, 
the work has been approved and certified 
by lloyd’s register and a repair rate of less 
than 0.2% was achieved during fabrication, 
demonstrating the quality of our work”, 
states Mr Buijk proudly. 

Knowledge and experience
looking at other projects, Hillebrand reveals 
it is also capable of designing and 
engineering themselves. “We have been 
involved in the entire process for many 

Aiming for more
With the Focus 30 project, Hillebrand is 
aiming for more. Mr Buijk concludes, “This 
crane is the first one in a series of a new 
concept for Mammoet. Mammoet is 
currently (editor: at the time of the 
interview early July) assembling and testing 
the crane at its Westdorpe terminal, after 
which it will be shipped to the Us. When the 
Focus 30 has proven its abilities there, it is 
expected that more orders for this type of 
crane will follow. We are certainly eager to 
do the job again. On the other hand, being 
part of this project is also a valuable 
reference for projects in many other 
industries.”

i. hillebrand.nu

The company has also 
built an impressive track 

record in constructions for 
the offshore industry. 

The Focus 30 crane can be built 
vertically up to a height of 150m, 
with a footprint of just 26x25m, 
without compromising stability and 
strength. 

Artist impression courtesy of Mammoet.

Although Hillebrand has constructed various crane components before, the main boom, 
which is 80m long and consisting of eight segments, was a nice challenge.

projects in lots of industries”, Mr Buijk 
voices. “customers often come to us with a 
basic idea and a few requirements, and our 
specialist engineers and calculators, 
together with a dedicated project team, 
translate these into a completely executed 
project from scratch to a high-quality piece 
of work, including the verification by 
independent parties such as dnV gl and 
lloyds’ register. Being part of AsK romein 
gives us the opportunity to make use of all 
knowledge and experience available within 
the group. In our region, we can rely on 
many experienced partners as well. For 
example, the construction of the contact 
surfaces was crucial for the main boom 
segments, which is why we subcontracted 
the machining of these surfaces to one of 
our local partners.”


